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INTRODUCTION

The project aims to assess the relevance
of the Christian apology in the “Full
Armour of Belief (Panoplia Dogmatica)”
by Euthymios Zigabenos (c. 1050 — c.
1120) against the Eastern dualistic
heresies in the perspective of the 21st
century. The new look at this work in the
context of the challenges of modernity
and the analysis of the theological
arguments in it acquire particular
importance in a pan-European context,
which is determined by the fact that
before our eyes conditions emerged for
a relapsing spread of dualistic heresies
to the countries of Western Europe.
Currently, there is a lack of theological-
apologetic research on the current
dimensions of the issue under
consideration, and the implementation
of this project fills this void.
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PROJECT GUIDELINES

In order to achieve this goal, the following tasks have been set: 1.
collecting specific data on the revival of dualism in the 21st century; 2.
working with archives in Thessaloniki and on Mount Athos; 3. working
on titles 9, 23, 24 and 26 of the “Full Armour of Belief (Panoplia
Dogmatica)” by Euthymios Zigabenos; 4. analysis of fundamental reasons
for the emergence of dualistic heresies and an assessment of the
relevance of Euthymios Zigabenos'’s Christian apologetics in our times; 5.
publishing, within the framework of the two-year project, two
publications in journals indexed in the Web of Science; 6. implementing
knowledge transfer with the Center Ceraneum and Suprasl Academy; 7
building a website presenting dualistic teachings from an Orthodox-
apologetic perspective and their recurrences today; 8. Inclusion of four
postdoctoral fellows, four doctoral candidates, one young scholar and
one student in the research.

METHODOLOGY

The research tools are fully consistent with the specifics of the project.

The following methods were used:
» comparative-apologetic;

» historical-dogmatic;

» historical-philological;

» comparative-historical;

» hermeneutic;

» textual-comparative.
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RESULTS

Within the first stage of the project implementation, the following

results were achieved:

» concrete data on the revival of dualism in Europe in the 21st
century were collected;

» parts of the manuscripts Vat.gr. 666, Paris.gr. 1232A, Camb.Tr. Coll.,
MS B.8.9, Oxf. Barocci 101, Fell 19, Vatop. 162-164, 229; Dion. 184;
Iber. 281, 284 were studied;

» research work was carried out with archives in Thessaloniki and on
Mount Athos, with some Athos manuscripts being studied de visu;

» work is in course on a critical edition of the Greek text of the four
titles on dualistic heresies in the “Euthymios Zigabenos” with a
parallel translation into Bulgarian;

» knowledge transfer was realized with the Center Ceraneum
through presenting two papers at Colloquia Ceranea VI and giving
a lecture in Suprasl Academy;

» one publication was carried out in the journal Studia Ceranea,
nHaekcupaHo B Web of Science: Dimo Penkov, Ivan Yovchey,
Essence and Ways of Infiltration of the Paulician Heresy in the
Medieval Bulgarian Lands. - Studia Ceranea, Vol. 14 (2024), 71-84.
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Kata Zipwvog tol Zapapéwe, kai Mapkiwvog tol
MNovtikoD, kat tol Népoouv Mavevtog, kai tv Mavi-

xaiwv, tod peyaiov ABavaociov

TIWEG EKMECOVTEC T C EKKANOLaoTIKNC dibaokaAiag, kal mepl
TNV MOTWV vauaynoavteg, umootaowv To0 kakol napadpo-
vololv elvat. AvanmAdtrovtal 8¢ £auToic mapd TOV AAnBwov...

Cpewyy CumoH CamapaHuH, MapKUOH

MouTniickn, nepca MaHu U MaHu-

XeurTe OT BeNIMKusa AtaHacum

HAKOM, KaTo OTNagHaxa OT LbPKOBHOTO YY4eHUe U NpeTbpnaxa
KpYyLeHMe BbB BApaTa, be3pascbiHO TBBPAAT, e 310TO MMa UnocTac.
Te cu cb3pasaT Hapes C UCTUHHUA...

CONCLUSION

The Christian apology of Euthymios Zigabenos against the Eastern
dualistic heresies is still relevant today and acquires a new dimension
in the context of the claims to build a new supra-confessional spiritual
identity in Europe.

The issues set out in the research project are closely related to
the debate about the specificity of Orthodox identity in the globalizing
world.

The study of the theological content of the “Full Armour of Belief
(Panoplia Dogmatica)” by Euthymios Zigabenos reveals its relevance
today, and can be used as a corrective to the “comprehensive supra-
confessional spiritual identity” sought by some in Europe. It is also the
basis of the knowledge transfer carried out with the Ceraneum
Research Center at the University of Lodz (Poland) and the Supras/
Academy (Poland).

The successful implementation of the project’s first stage gives us
confidence that at the end of its term the set goals and objectives will
be achieved.
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