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INTRODUCTION

The research project "Origin, Reception and
Application of Contemporary Legal Terminology"
carried out by a team of the Faculty of Law of Sofia
University and aims to provide a comprehensive
demonstration of the roots of legal terminology
used in continental legal culture, tracing its Roman
law etymology, subsequent development and
contemporary application in the Continental Law
Family.

On the basis of the linguistic foundation of legal
dogmatics outlined in this way, research efforts are
directed towards the characteristics of the
functioning of contemporary legal language as a
language of thinking in legal formulas, but also a
language with open meanings ("open texture"),
implying the need for legal interpretation and
underpinning law-making and law-enforcement
processes.

The project's research aims to demonstrate the
fundamental characteristics of legal language as a
language of formulas, historically established
meanings and a gradual move away from the
"ordinary language" by encapsulating ancient
usages in current legislation.
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METHODOLOGY

The language of law is the living link between the
historical evolution of legal phenomena and their
understanding and development today. The genetic
links between legal history and contemporary legal
terminology are in turn a convenient basis for
introducing law students to the disciplines they
study. Legal language from a particularly
important practical point of view is also the
necessary key, both for the recapitulation of foreign
legislation and for the correct application at home
of international and European law.

The project team starts from the
characteristics of legal language can Dbe
demonstrated through the consistent
representation of original Roman legal ideas and
their successive “imprints” in various modern
European legal acts.

The main part of the work on the Project consists in
the analysis of the main Roman law maxims and
linking them to current legislative provisions. The
illumination of the direction of development of legal
language as a unity of terminology and thought
constructs is demonstrated through the
presentation of the uses of Roman law maxims in
legislation, scientific jurisprudence and judicial
doctrine.
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PROJECT ACTIVITIES

On 20 November 2024, a scientific conference on
the project was held in Sofia University with the
participation of scholars from various Bulgarian and
foreign universities.

Members of the International Board of the Project,
Juan Manuel Blanch Nougués (Universidad CEU San
Pablo, Madrid), Tomislav Karlovi¢ (University of
Zagreb), and Marija lgnatovi¢ (University of Nis)
presented research papers in the field of the Roman
law and legal terminology.

Prof. Malina Novkirishka-Stoyanova analyzed
"Regulae iuris, praecepta iuris and principles of law
in  Ancient Rome and their contemporary
significance." Assoc. Prof. Simeon Groysman
presented "The Language of Law as a Formula and
Legal Dogmatics as a Way of Thinking," highlighting
the role of Roman law studies in shaping legal
dogmatics. A volume of the research papers from
the scientific conference will be published in 2025.
The project team is currently working on
systematizing Roman legal maxims to facilitate their
study and promote their significance across
Bulgarian legal students and academia.
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CONTRACT BG-RRP-2.004-0008 FOR THE FINANCING OF PROJECT "SOFIA UNIVERSITY - MARKING MOMENTUM FOR INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGICAL TRANSFER'
UNDER PILLAR 2 "ESTABLISHING A NETWORK OF RESEARCH HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS IN BULGARIA", COMPONENT "INNOVATIVE BULGARIA" FROM
NATIONAL RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE PLAN PART OF THE PROGRAM TO ACCELERATE ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND TRANSFORMATION THROUGH SCIENCE AND INNOVATION



