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Relevance Croteerctaue Of the main proposed work - the monograph "Religiousness, ldentity
and Postmodernity. Comparative Studies in Population Psychology" with the theme of the

competition

The title and content of the proposed monograph for the professorship almost do not
corresponds with the topic of the competition, which is on intercultural communications.

If the monograph is about intercultural communications, there should be a comparative
analysis of how representatives of different cultures and religions communicate (interact) in
relation to their own and other religions (e.g. in religious communications, journalism,
marketing communications, cinema, literature, architecture, music, etc.) with people from
other cultures.

These things, however, are not explored in the book.

The title focuses on “folk psychology”, which | can by no means accept as synonymous with
“intercultural communications”.

The competition for this professorship was quite reasonably announced in intercultural
communication, as it is for the needs of the Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication.

The topic of intercultural communication in no way disadvantages (harms) the applicant for
the professorship, as Associate Professor Diana Petkova reads the discipline of intercultural
communications at the Faculty.



The Introduction

OcHOBHaTa 11eJ1. KOATO CH II0CTaBs HAacTOAIIaTa MOHOrpaus. e 1a ouepTae MpPOLIECHTe
Ha pa3BHTHE Ha PelHIHO3HaTa HISHTHYHOCT, KaKTO H TpaHc(opMalHuTe if B ChBPeMeHHHA
CBAT. J[pyrara Iel e Ja ce H3cIeIBaT CIOKHHTe B3aHMOOTHONIEHH MeKIy PeIHTHO3HOCT H
KyITypa. KakTo H Ja ce oueprae TeXHHA H3pa3 BBB (POPMHpAHETO Ha KYITYpHHTE H
PEIHTHO3HHTE MOIETH B IIOCTMOAEPHOCTTA. 3a IIOCTHIAHETO Ha Te3H LIeIH PeIHTHO3HOCTTa Ce
u3cnenea B bearapud. Exsanop. IHIMA 1 SIMOHNA. CTPaHH. KOHTO IIPHHANIEXKAT KBM Pa3/IHIHH
KOHTHHEHTH H JOpH LHBHIM3anHH. Taka 3amadyaTa € Ja Ce Oueprae pa3BHTHETO Ha
PEIHTHO3HOTO YYBCTBO B KOHKPETHHS KyITypeH Mozel. Ilo TakeB HauHmH ce IPOBeXIa
CBIIOCTABHTEIHO IIPOyYBaHe Ha OBIrapcKara. eKBalOpCcKaTa. HHAMICKaTa H AIOHCKara
KyITypH H CBOTBETHO Ha KYITYpHHTe H PeTHTHO3HHTe HISHTHYHOCTH. OT CpaBHHTETHHTe
H3CIeBAaHHA MOraT Ja Ce HaIpaBAT 3aKIIOYEeHHS 3a Pa3sBHTHETO H MoIH(HKALHHTe Ha
PeTHIHO3HOCTTa B KOHKDETHHTe KYITYPHH DerHOHH. MeToauTe. KOHTO Ce H3IIOI3BaT. ca
Pa3HOPOJHH: eMIIHPHYHH IIPOYUBAaHHA C aHKeTHa KapTa, TepeHHH H eTHorpajcku

H3C/ICIBaHHA.

n

Two main objectives are formulated.
However, the tasks, the object and the subject of the research are not articulated.
The research methods are described in one sentence, which is unacceptable.

There is no any information about the limitations of researc, and this is a very serious mistake,
since Diana Petkova has seriously restricted her research in the respective countries.

If the relevant limitations had been formulated, the work will be more defensible.

Nonetheless, the study generalizes and draws general conclusions regarding Uruguayan,
Indian and Japanese religious cultures - given that a negligible number of respondents were
surveyed, which is not (in any case) a representative sample - regarding these three cultures.

It is also not clear why these three countries were chosen. The obvious reason is that Diana
Petkova has managed to find grants for them and not, for example, for Argentina, China or the
Solomon Islands.

In this case, of course, Diana Petkova would have analysed some of the aspects of religiosity
in the last three countries respectively.

She would then write about the creation of a new scientific field - namely the comparative
analysis of religiosity in relation to Bulgaria and the Solomon Islands.

The fact that different questionnaires were used is not particularly impressive. It is therefore
quite reasonable to ask on what valid and reliable basis the general comparisons can be made.

Diyana Petkova's statement that it is not possible to work with a common methodology for
these three countries and cultures is not true at all.



It is quite possible to create a common questionnaire based on a sparing (merciful) and
delicate projective (indirect) methodology - completely in the style of Japanese
communications, for example.

Of course, everything in this case is related to the high professional skills of a sociologist,
psychologist, intercultural communications specialist and psychometrician.

Diana Petkova does not possess many of these competences.

This, of course, is by no means a criticism of her. There is not a requirement that the scientist
concerned must be a competent specialist in so many different fields.

However, this scholar can consult with professionals in these fields and create easily a high
quality questionnaire without with their valuable help.

THE FIRST CHAPTER - RELIGIOSITY

This chapter obligatory must to be reviewed by a professor from Theological Faculty. It is
there that the most competent Bulgarian specialists on religiosity are.

The absence of such a specialist speaks eloquently about the "competence” of this jury with
regard to the concept of religiosity.

Everything written in the first chapter corresponds to the literature review in a scientific
article or book. There, the author demonstrates that he or she knows in some degree the
scientific literature relevant to his or her study - by briefly analyzing the important scientific
books and articles on the subject in English and other languages.

Diana Petkova has analyzed quite some of the important scientific books in this field, which is
excellent.

However, unfortunately, she has omitted valuable scientific books and scientific articles on
these issues that have been published in the last fifteen years.

Without these books, the analysis is incomplete and does not meet the important (imperative)
requirement of validity.

Below are the unread, and therefore, unanalyzed and uncited scholarly books on religiosity
that have been published in recent years:

Bermejo, JJO. Durkheim, Religion, and the Postcolonial Critique of Sociology's Eurocentrism
2024

Fiirstenberg. . The Religious Factor in Eastern Europe—Theoretical Considerations on
Emergent Forms of Secularized Religion Religiosity: Religion and Religiosity in Eastern
Europe 2012 — Springer

Haryanto, S and M Chirzin, H llyas. Religious Spiritual Human: Qur'an And Transpersonal
Psychology Perspective 2020

Hood, Ralph W., Jr., Peter C. Hill, Bernard Spilka. The Psychology of Religion. 2009
Irwin, Harvey J. The Psychology of Paranormal Belief: A Researcher's Handbook. 2009
Juschka, Darlene. Feminism in the Study of Religion. 2001

Pickel, Gert and Kornelia Sammet Transformations of Religiosity: Religion and Religiosity.
2012



Piedmont, Ralph L. and Andrew Village. Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion:
Vol. 20. 2009

Tytarenko V. Transformation of religious identity in the context of globalization: causes and
consequences 2021

Here 1 would like to emphasize at once that even a scientific genius cannot read and analyze
all the scientific books and scientific articles on a given problem.

That is why the recommended books on religiosity are from the last ten or fifteen years.
All the other books and articles | recommend for this monograph are from the recent years.

The imperative requirement for new definitions, new classifications and new scientific fields
of the applicant for a professorship

The applicant to must formulate his or her own definitions, own classifications and new
scientific fields.

Nowhere in the chapter on religiosity, | can not find new definitions, new classifications and
new scientific fields created by Diana Petkova regarding religiosity.

The same applies to the second subchapter of the first chapter, "Archetypal Images and
Universal Narratives".

Everything written here corresponds to the literature review in a scientific article or book.
Petkova did not formulate her own definitions and her own classifications.

Unfortunately, here also Diana Petkova omitted important scientific books and articles on
these issues that have been published in the last fifteen years.

Without these books, the analysis is incomplete and does not meet the important (imperative)
requirement of validity.

Listed below are the missing scholarly books regarding archetypal images and universal
narratives:

Andritso, Georgios. The Art of Storywriting - Unlock your Creative Potential 2024
Bassil-Morozow, Helena and Luke Hockley. Jungian Film Studies: The essential guide 2016
Bassil-Morozow, Helena. Jungian Theory for Storytellers: A Toolkit 2018

Dundes, Alan. Sacred Narrative: Readings in the Theory of Myth 1984

Manca, Luigi Danieleand Alessandra Manca, Gail W. Pieper. Utopian Images and Narratives
in Advertising: Dreams for Sale 2012

Recep, Yilmaz. Handbook of Research on Narrative Interactions 2021

Woodside, Arch G. and Suresh C. Sood. Storytelling-Case Archetype Decoding and
Assignment Manual 2016

The same things (incomplete analysis of the most important scientific literature, lack of own
definitions, classifications and new scientific fields) apply to the fourth subchapter
"Religiousness and Postmodernity" and therefore | do not repeat them.

| suggest that Diana Petkova must read, analyze, and cite the following books:
Flanagan, Kieran and Peter C. Jupp. Postmodernity, Sociology and Religion 2016



Lyon, David. Jesus in Disneyland: Religion in Postmodern Times 2013

Pardeck, Jean and John W Murphy, Roland MeinertPostmodernism, Religion, and the Future
of Social Work 2012

Raschke, Carl A. Postmodernism and the Revolution in Religious Theory 2012
Taylor, Victor E. Para/Inquiry: Postmodern Religion and Culture 2008

Tilley, Terrence W. and John Christopher Edwards, Tami England. Postmodern Theologies:
The Challenge of Religious Diversity 2005

Wright, Andrew. Religion, Education and Post-Modernity 2003

The second chapter of the monograph is on religious and cultural identities.
The chapter consists of following subchapters:

Approaches to the Study of Identity in the Social Sciences

Components of religious identities

Crises and reformulations of religiosity

Multiculturalism and tolerance

The things, | criticized in the first chapter, apply fully to the second chapter - lack of author
definitions, author classifications, and development of new scientific fields.

The same are the problems regarding the lack of important scientific literature.

Diana Petkova must read and analyse all or some of the scholarly titles listed below that are
related to multiculturalism and tolerance:

McKinnon, Catriona and Dario Castiglione. The Culture of Toleration and Diverse Societies
2009

Panikka, Raimon. Cultures and Religion in Dialogue. 2018
Spinello, Richard. Global Capitalism, Culture, and Ethics 2014
Zein, Basma, Ahmed Al Jarwan. Paths to a Culture of Tolerance and Peace 2022

The third chapter of the monograph is on models of cultural and religious identities in
postmodernity: Bulgaria, Ecuador and India in comparative perspective.

Method of research

Religiousness and ldentity in Bulgaria
Religiousness and identity in Ecuador
Religiousness and identity in India

Religiousness and identity in Ecuador
Reqgarding the subchapter on religiousness and identity in Ecuador

The things | criticized in the first chapter apply fully to this subchapter as well - lack of her
own definitions, own classifications, and development of new scientific fields.



However, in this case, | think that are the smallest problems.

The more serious omission is made in terms of how the Ecuadorian respondents were selected
for the need of the survey (questionnaire).

According to Diana Petkova:

B coGcTBeHO eMmIpIYHO IpoyuBaHe, IIpoBeleHo B ExBanop. ca nHTepBronpann 1000
€KBAaZOpLII C AaHKeTHH KapTl ¢ OTKPUTH 1§ 3aKpUTH BBIPOCH. BbIpekn HAKon
METOIOIOIIYECKI IPEMI3BUKATENCTBA, KOUTO INICMEHaTa aHKeTa ¢ OTKPHTHI I 3aKpHUTII
BBIIPOCH IIpeaIonara, oTropopute Ha 1000 xymmn Morat aa ouepTasT HAKOU BaKHII KYJITYPHI
Hariacl I neHHocTH B ExBanop. MHTepBroTara ca JIIe B IILE U ¢a IPOBEIeHIl B Pa3/IIYHII
rpazoBe, HO Hall-Bede II0 THXOOKEaHCKOTO KpailOpekile Ha JIaTHHOaMepHKaHCKaTa CTpaHa.
Oxomo 400 xaym ca HHTepBIONpaH B YHIBepcHuTeTa Ha Mitnarpo. J[pyrute pecioHIeHTI ca
CTy4ailHO OTKPHTH I HHTEPBIOUPAHII B MOTIOBE, PeCTOPAHTII 11 KadeHeTa, Ha IITIOIIaI 11 a3api
B I'yasksin, Mitarpo, Canra Enena n CamiHac, KakTo I B O(HCHTe Ha MOOILTHIIA OIlepaTop

,,I'\‘JIPIPOn B 1\'111]1?11'1)0. B KOITO KaKTO IIEPCOHAIBT, TaKa II KIIEHTIITe ca IIOMOJICHII J1a ITOITBIIHAT

AHKETHIITE KapTIL.

It is very impressive that 1000 respondents were surveyed, that is quite a large number.

However, almost half of them are students, faculty and administration from an Ecuadorian
university. The rest, as Diana Petkova writes, are respondents who she found by chance
wherever they had been - in shopping malls, restaurants, cafes, squares, markets, etc. in
various Uruguayan cities.

It is excellent that Diana Petkova acknowledges this, rather than trying to manipulate the way
the survey was conducted.

The first and basic requirement for conducting a qualitative, i.e. scientifically valid, survey of
this kind is the representative sample.

Sociologists and psychometricians have long defined the key concept of "representative
sample”, namely:

A representative sample is a group that closely matches the characteristics
of its population as a whole. In other words, the sample is a fairly accurate
reflection of the population from which the sample is drawn.

Korato e HeBb3MOXHO CbOMPaHETO Ha aHHW 3a uAnarta CTaTMCTUYecka CbBKYMHOCT, CTaTUCTUUMTE CbOMpar AaHHK OT u3Bajaka, paspaboTBanku
cneunduyHu ekcnepumeHTH. MNpu 13Non3BaHeTo Ha M3BajKa KaTo U3TOYHUK Ha MHOpMaLMA 3a uAnaTa CbBKYMHOCT € BaXHO U3Bajkata aa
npeacTasnaBa BAPHO CbBKYNHOCTTA. [peacTaBUTeNnHUTE U3BaaKu AaBaT Bb3MOXHOCT U3BOAWTE W 3aKIMYEHUATa Aa ce pa3npocTpar HaaexaHo ot
“3BagKarTa KbM CbBKYNHOCTTa KaTo LANo. 3aToBa e OT U3KMIoUMTENHA BaXHOCT Aia ce onpefeny A0 Kakea cTeneH u3bpaHara u3Bajka e HaucTuHa
npeacrasutenHa. CtatucTvkara u3nona3ea pasfuyHn METOAM 3a OLEHKa U KOPEKUWA Ha CUCTEMHUTE OTKIOHEHWA B U3BajKaTta 1 npoueanypute 3a
cbbupaHe Ha aaHHW. EgHa OT uenute Ha MeToauTe 3a nNnaHupaHe Ha eKCnepuMEHTU CLUO € Aa Ce orpaHuyar Te3un npobnemum ole B CaMoTo
Hauarno Ha u3crnezaHeTo, nogodpABanku Bb3MOXKHOCTUTE MY @ AOCTUra 0 KOPEKTHU U3BOAM 3a CbBKYMHOCTTA.




It is specifically stressed that the sample, as a source of valid information about the population
as a whole, is important to faithfully represent that population.

The obvious reason is that, thanks to sampling, analyses, inferences and conclusions are
reliably extended from the sample to the population as a whole.

Therefore, the most important thing in this case is to create a representative sample.

In the specific case of the Ecuadorian respondents, the sample is not representative at all. Half
of them are students, professors and administrators from some Ecuadorian university and the
other half are randomly found people wherever they are - in shopping malls, restaurants,
cafés, squares, markets, etc. in various Uruguayan cities.

This, however, does not at all prevent Diana Petkova from drawing conclusions about the
entire Ecuadorian nation and culture in terms of religiosity based on this highly
unrepresentative sample.

Because of this, the analysis is invalid.

Regarding religiosity in Ecuador, Diana Petkova has not read and, therefore, has not analyzed
important scholarly books of recent years:

Corr R. Ritual and remembrance in the Ecuadorian Andes 2010

Haisell S. Indigenous modernity and its malcontents: family, religion and tradition in highland
Ecuador 2017

Lauderbaugh, George M. Lauderbaugh Historical Dictionary of Ecuador 2019

Lynch, B. and TJ Hunt-Felke, JL Ratchford. Religious affiliation, self-stigma, and economic
outcomes among the Quichua of Ecuador. 2023

Lyons, BJ. Religion, authority, and identity: intergenerational politics, ethnic resurgence, and
respect in Chimborazo, Ecuador 2001

Lyons, BJ. Remembering the hacienda: religion, authority, and social change in highland
Ecuador 2006

Rios, A., A Lopez-Navas, A Iniesta, M Mikla. Involvement of religious factors on the attitude
toward organs donation among the Ecuadorian Population Resident in Spain 2015

Temple, J. and Inca Roads. Protestant Hospitals, Catholic Cheese, and The Fluctuating State:
Religion and development in Ecuador 2015

Whitten, Norman E. Millennial Ecuador: Critical Essays Cultural Transformations 2003

It would be very unfair and inadequate of me to demand that Diana Petkova knows and cites
all the scientific literature in this scientific field. However, these books are from the recent
years and therefore they summarize the scientific knowledge on this subject to date.

Religiosity and Identity in India
My criticisms of the sub-chapter on religiosity and identity in India are the same.
Here again, important recent scholarly books have not been read, analysed and cited:

Bloch, Esther, Marianne Keppens, Rajaram Hegde Rethinking Religion in India: The Colonial
Construction. 2009

Clothey, Fred W. Religion in India: A Historical Introduction 2007



Dalal, Roshen. The Religions of India: A Concise Guide to Nine Major Faiths 2010
Hopkins, Edward Washburn. The Religions of India 2020
Jain, Pankaj, Rita Sherma, Madhu Khanna Hinduism and Tribal Religions 2018

However, the situation is considerably more dramatic with respect to the sample of
respondents in India. Diana Petkova writes the following regarding her sample:

B WHams npoBe1oX eMIIPIYHO H3¢IeIBaHe JIIIe B JIHIle ¢ IOMOIITa Ha aHKeTHa KapTa,
CBIBPIKAIa OTKPIITH I 3aKPITH BBEIPOCIH. PecIioHIeHTHTe ca CIy/KIITe B IpaBHTeICTBeHATa
xomuanug Food Corporation of India, xpIeTo ca HUHTepBIOUPAHI €aMO MEHIJUKBPH U
CITY’KUTeNN Ha Hail-BHCOKO HIBO. [IpoyuBaHeTo BKIFOUBA 196 MHMIMICKHI PECIIOHIEHTH OT
cpepara Ha Om3Heca. To3H (akT onpenels I OrpaHIYeHIIATa Ha HaCTOANIOTO H3cienBane. To
He MojKe 1a ObJIe IpeIcTaBUTeIHO 3a XopaTa B MIHINA, HITO ITBK 3a Pa3IIYHNITE COLNATHI I

KVITYpPHHI OOMTHOCTH B CTpaHaTa. HacrosmoTto IIpoy4uBaHe oOXBama caMO HHINBHII OT

IHTEICKTYaTHIIA I HKOHOMHYECKII €THT Ha asHaTCKaTa AbprKaBa.

According to UN statistics, India's population in 2023 is about one billion four hundred and
thirty million.

Assuming that India's intellectual and economic elite are probably about ten percent of the
population, we can round them up to one hundred and forty million Indians.

It is funny even to consider that 196 employees of a corporation in a small Indian city are
representative sample of these one hundred and forty million elite Indians.

Dispite of this, Diana Petkova makes general conclusions about Indian culture, for example:

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha MOTYYESHHTE OTTOBOPH Ha TO3H BBIPOC MOXKE Ja €& 3aKTIIOYH. Ue 3a
HHIUHIHTe Haf-NIPeINOYHTAHHTE PEIHTHO3HH H IYXOBHH MPAKTHKH ca MOJIHTBATa H
MEIHTAIHATA. BBOpPEKH dYe pesyIraTHTe. HOIydeHH B MHIHA. H3IISKIAT JOHAKBIS
NPOTHBOPSYHBH. T¢ HMAT CBOSTO OOACHEHHE. 3aeIHO ¢ XOpaTa. KOHTO C& NPHIBPXKAT KbM
TPaIULHOHHHUTE BAPBAHHA B IOKHOA3MATCKATa CTpaHA, HMAa H Ipyna HHDOPMAHTH. KOHTO
IOpHEeMAT PETHIHATA MPEIHMHO KAaTO KYITYPHO HACIEICTBO H TPAIHIHH. 4 HE TOIKOBA KaTo
OPHBBP3aHOCT KbM ONpeIcicHa HICOTOrHA HIH JoKIpHHA. CaMo OKOIO HOJOBHHATA OT
pecnoraeHTHTE B HI14 3aABABAT. Ue CICIBAHETO HA COOCTBEHATA PEIIHIHA € CHIISCTBEHA HacT

OT HHIHIHCKATa KyITypa.

Japan - a model of cultural and religious synthesis
The fourth chapter of the monograph is on religiosity in Japan.

My critical remarks are the same as those regarding the undercurrents of religiosity in
Ecuador and India.



In addition, Diana Petkova has not read, analyzed, and cited some of the most important
books in this scholarly field in recent years:

Andreasen, Esben, lan Reader, Finn Stefansson. Japanese Religions Past and Present 2013
Ellwood, Robert and Richard Pilgrim. Japanese Religion: A Cultural Perspective 2016
Josephson, Jason Ananda. The Invention of Religion in Japan 2012

Matsui, Keisuke. Geography of Religion in Japan: Religious Space, Landscape 2013

It is only three books, so they are not that many and laborious to analyze.

However, the sample of respondents is striking. Diyana Petkova has interviewed as many as
27 (twenty-seven) Japanese respondents only from one region:

EtHOrpadckurte HHTepBIOTa ca MpOBeleHH B pernoHa Ha Kansail B SImoHmA, H IO-
criemianzo B rpagoseTe Ocaka, Knoro u KoGe. 27 anoHckn HHQOPMAHTH ¢a HHTEPBIOHPAHI
JTHIE B JIHIE, KaTO Pa3sroBOPIHTE ca 3alllcaHIl Ha KaceTH. SIIOHIITe ca pa3IHTaHIl 3a TeXHITe
TITYHH BApBAHUA, JyXOBHII IPAKTHKH I IpexuBsaBaHILL. VHpopMmaHTHTe ca H30paHH Ha
CIlydaeH IpHHLONIL Oe3 OINed Ha BB3pacT, COLNAIHA KiIaca, CTaryc, oOpa3oBaHIE I
npogecna. Cpen TAX HMa CTYAEHTH I IperojaBaTeli, OI3HeCMEHII, JIeKapiH, aJBOKATIl,
VUUTEN, JKYPHATICTH, COLMAIHI PaOOTHIINI, ThPrOBLI. JOMAaKUHI 11 Oe3padoTHIL. ITopamm
BIICOKATa CTEIEH Ha IIOBEPHTETHOCT B AIOHCKOTO OOINECTBO. ITHTEPBIOMPAHUTE Ca 3alla3eHl

AHOHIIMHII I TCXHIITC IIMCHA II I'[qu)IUIII HE C€ pa3sKpuBaT B IIPOYIBAHETO.

S
(5]
n

Japan's population is currently around 126 million people. Is this information of 27 randomly
selected respondents is reliable for 126 million Japanese?

The good thing in this case is that Diana Petkova also underlines that there can be no question
of representativeness of the sample:



OrpaHnueHNITa Ha eTHOrpadcKOTO MHTEPBIO ca MOBede OT O4YeBHIHIL ITBpBO, camo
MaTpK Opoil SIMOHCKI MH()OPMAHTII ca BKIIOUEHH B IPOyUBaHeTO. M BTOpO, Te IIBAaT OT
oIpesienieH pernoH Ha Snonis. ITopaan orpaHirdeHns Opoil yYacTHIINN 1 IIPON3BOIHILT 300D
Ha IHTePBIOIPAHII € HeBH3MOJKHO Ja Ce HaIIPaBAT II3BOII 3a KAKBUTO JIa € PA3IIIYIIL MeKIy
COILIIATHITEe TPYII I cIoeBe B SImoHIg. B IyXOBHNTe NMPAKTIKI 3aeJHO C IHIIBILIYaTHITe
HAKJTOHHOCTII MOKe Ja IIMa I HSKOH Pa3MHKI MeKIy COIMATHUTe OOITHOCTI IO OTHOIISHIIe
Ha IO I BB3pAcT, cTaTyc U Ipodecrsd, Xo0nm n nHTepecu. [Topamm orpaHmdueHnsITa Ha
HACTOSIIOTO I3CTIeIBaHe, TO He MOXKe Ja ObJe MPeICTaBHTETHO 3a BCIUKII XOPa I COLMATHII
rpynu B SInoHis. OcBeH TOBa € BE3MOKHO Ja CHINeCTBYBAT PA3MIIdILS I B OTIETHITE PeTIIOHI
I HaceTIeHII MecTa B cTpaHaTa. Ilo TakpB HaunH oGrmactra KaH3ail cpmmo He Moxe ga Obae
IpeCTaBUTENTHA 32 BCIMIKI MECTHI KyATypH B SImoHms. ClieoBaTeTHO MIOJ0GHO M3CTIeIBaHe
He IIpeTeHIUpa Ja H34epln KyITypHHTe CHeMUQIKII, CBBP3aHU C AyXOBHUTE MPAKTHKI B

Smorng. Ilo-ckopo eTHOrpadcKOTO IpoydBaHe ce I3MOI3Ba caMoO KaTo IpHMep I

However, in the same paragraph Petkova writes that:

Snonna. Ilo-ckopo eTHorpagckoTo IIpPOy4BaHE ce H3MON3Ba caMO KaTo IpHMep o
JeMOHCTPAIIIS Ha SIOHCKI PeTNTHO3HU I TyXOBHH BB3mpuaTiS. Ha 0a3zata Ha moiyueHnTe
pe3yiaTaT 1 I3BBPIIEHNTe HaOMIOJeHIs obaue MoraT jJa ce HampaBAT HIKOH II3BOII 3a

AIIOHCKOTO KVITYPHO I COOMATHO ITOBEICHIIE.

Some conclusions can indeed be drawn. But, they will only be in relation to a microscopic
part of Japanese society.

The question is why this miniature study was done, and why it is used to make all-
encompassing generalizations and conclusions regarding all Japanese culture and religiosity.

In my opinion, the best analysis in the book is about the silence in Japanese culture.

Unfortunately, here as well as on the other chapters, Diana Petkova has not read, analyzed or
cited important books in this regard:

Bao, Dat. Understanding Silence and Reticence. 2014

Davies, Roger J., Osamu Ikeno. Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Japanese
Culture 2011

Gundlach, Sophia. The Meaning of Silence in Japan and Anglo-Culture 2013

Hendry, Joy. Interpreting Japanese Society: Anthropological Approaches. 1998
Maynard, Senko K. Japanese Communication: Language and Thought in Context 1997
Nakane, Ikuko. Silence in Intercultural Communication. 2007

Quantrill, Malcolm and Bruce Webb. The Culture of Silence: Architecture's Fifth Dimension
1998

Tsujimura, Natsuko. Expressing Silence: Where Language and Culture Meet in Japanese 2022
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This naturally reduces the scientific quality of this analysis to a considerable extent.

The scientific contributions in the monograph and some of the scientific articles of Diana
Petkova

| am very impressed by Diana Petkova's scientific contributions.

The main reason is that the scientific contributions are as many as twenty-four (24) pages
according to the Bulgarian State Standard (a total of 43,365 characters with spaces, divided by
1,800 characters (the standard typewritten page) equals a little more than 24 typewritten

pages).

My guess is that the world's scholarly colossuses in intercultural communications - Hofstede,
Hall and Triandis - could not formulate their contributions in more than 5-6 pages.

Personally, I could list in one page all my scholarly contributions of 30 years of active
academic writing - 10 monographs (all published abroad) and dozens of articles in Scopus and
Web of Science refereed journals.

Furthermore, | strongly believe that it is not ethical to define my scholarly contributions in my
articles in journals that are not refereed in Scopus and the Web of Science.

However, this is exactly what Diana Petkova has done about many of her contributions.
| wonder what my colleagues on the Committee think of these 24 pages of contributions?

| ask the same question to all the members of the Faculty Council who will vote on Diana
Petkova's professorship?

| have had to spend considerable time and effort to thoroughly analyze these 24 pages of not
very clearly articulated contributions.

Therefore, | quite politely ask to be paid as for reading and reviewing at least three or four
procedures for professorships.

My critical remarks regarding Diana Petkova's contributions:

Cratuara ..Beyond Silence. A Cross-Cultural Comparison between Finnish Quietude
and Japanese Tranquility”. myonukysana B Eastern Academic Studies. vol4, 2015
https:/www.e-acadjournal.org/pdf/article_15132.pdf ISSN (online) 2367-7384, p. 1-14

(daiim 19 B 16.Publications.rar) mpexcTaBA CHIOCTABHTSIHO (PHHIAHICKO-AMIOHCKO
mpoyuBaHe. Makap uYe B CONHAIHHIC HAyKH H KOHKPETHO B HHICPKYITYpHAaIa
KOMYHHKAIIHA CBHISCTBYBAT MHOTOODOHHH CpPaBHHTSIHH HiciaeasaHua Mexay CAII m
SImoHHA, TBBPAE MAIKO H HEJOCTATHPYHO Ca CBHIOCTABHTCIHHTIE NPOYUBAHHA MEKIY
Snonua u PuHTaHIHA. B TO3H CMHCBI CTAaTHATA OUEpTaBa HOBO H HEIOCTATBYHO
pa3spadoTeHO IOle B 0OIAcTTa Ha HHTEPKYITypHAaTa KoMyHHKanuA. CBHIETEICTBO 3a
HEHHHA NIPHHOC € HAYYHHAT PE30HAHC H IuUTHpaHHATA H B Web of Science. Scopus. B
peIHIa MOHOTpadHH. KaKTO H B IIOTHKAIHH B HepedepHpaHH H3IAHUA.

The claim that there are too few and insufficient comparative studies between Japan and
Finland is not quite true.
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There are a lot of books in which are comparatively examined the characteristics of silence in
Japanese and Finnish cultures precisely:

Jackson, Jane (Ed.). The Routledge Handbook of Language and Intercultural Communication
2020

Katan, David, Mustapha Taibi. Translating Cultures: An Introduction for Translators 2021

Kaunismaa. A. The Role of Nonverbal Communication in Japanese-Finnish Negotiations:
Finnish Negotiators' Perspective 2014

Muioz, Kristine L. Transcribing Silence: Culture, Relationships, and Communication 2016
Murphy, Kate. You're Not Listening: What You're Missing and Why It Matters 2020

Nyman, T. Cultural factors affecting business between Japan and Finland: a study from the
Finnish perspective 2021

Quinn Emma, Understanding Cultural Cues: Communicating Across Cultures

Ronningstam C E. Cross-cultural Meanings of Silence. International Journal of Psycho-
Analysis, 2006

Smith, Peter B., Ronald Fischer, Vivian L. Vignoles, Michael Harris Bond. Understanding
Social Psychology Across Cultures. Engaging with Others in a Changing World 2013

The SAGE Encyclopedia of Intercultural Competence 2015
| found all these scientific books and scientific articles quite easily in about five minutes.

There are also other books and articles in this scientific field, but I did not want to waste any
more time searching. Besides, | was only trying to find the books and articles from the last ten
or fifteen years.

It is also significant that Diana Petkova has not read and therefore has not analyzed or cited
any of these scientific works.

This definitely proves that Diana Petkova's analysis of silence and tranquility in these two
cultures suffers somewhat in terms of its quality.

| would like to stress here that from my point of view the comparative analysis of silence and
stillness in Japanese and Finnish cultures is nevertheless the strongest in Diana Petkova's
monograph.

In the other analyses, the situation is definitely more dramatic.

Quite a few of the contributions identified by Diyana Petkova in these twenty-four pages are
rather obvious truths (truisms) that do not need much proof, for example:

B xaOHIHTAIHOHHHA TPYX — MOHOTpadHA ChC 3arIaBHe .. PeIHrHO3HOCT. HICHTHYHOCT
H moct™oxepHocT” (daitn 1 B 16.Publications.rar) ce mpeacTaBAT CHIOCTABHTESTHH
HHTEPKYITYPHH npoyusBaHud B bearapua. Exsazop. Haana u Snoxna. [o To3H MOMEHT
CBOISCTBYBAT TBBPAC MATKO H HEJIOCTATBYHO Ha OpOil MyOTHKAIMH, YHHTO MPEIMET ca
CBIIOCTABHTETHHTE OBITapo-¢KBAZOPCKH HIH OBIrapo-TaTHHOAMEPHKAHCKH. OBITapo-
HHIHIHCKH. OBIrapo-ANOHCKH. (PHHIAHICKO-AIOHCKH NMPOYYBAHHA HIH CHIOCTABKATa Ha
BCHUKH TE€3H KYITYpH. B TO3H cMHCBT MOHOrpadHATA H3CIEABA BCE OINE HEZOCTATHUHO

,:IOL'-)pC IIPOYHYCHO HAYYHO II0JIC. KOCTO TCIbPBA IIC CC pa3sBHBA.
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What a scientific contribution it is that comparative Bulgarian-Latin American, Bulgarian-
Japanese, Bulgarian-Indian, etc. studies are made with not sufficient scientific quality?

| also analysed for the first time in Bulgaria several phenomena in the fields of advertising,
integrated marketing communications, artificial intelligence and communications, marketing
semiotics, marketing narratives, etc.

However, by no means, | do not think that I have made any scientific contributions - just
because of these first studies.

I I T 7 3 Lok, &

HO-I'OpC IIOCOUCHHTIC TPYAOBC JOIPHHACAT 3a Pa3BHTHCTIO HAa HHICPKYITYPHHIC
CPaBHHTCIHH (CBHOCT&BIITCHHH) H3CICIBAaHHA. KaTO C<¢ pasmHpABa 00CErBpT HA

[Ouana lNeTkoBsa

HHICPKYITYPHaTa KOMYHHKAIIHA H CC 00XBamar KYITYpH, KOHTO Ca OHIH HEIOCTATBHYHO
H3CJICOBAHH B CPABHHTCIICH IIJIaH MOMCEKIY CH.

The real contribution is in qualitative and original intercultural research. There are no any
contributions in low quality research.

| can also imagine an associate professor from the University of Papua New Guinea winning
an academic grant to study religiosity in Albania.

After that, the proud associate professor then defines his comparative study between Papua
New Guinea and Albania as a contribution because he has broadened the scope of
intercultural communications to include cultures that have not been studied comparatively at
all.

rpyna B B HacToAmHA KOHKypc. B®3 ocHOoBa Ha lIHTerpaTHBHHA MOIET C€ H3BEXKIA
XHIOTE3aTa. Y€ HE CaMO € HEOOXOAHMMO Ja C€ pasrpaHHYaBa MeEXKIy HHIHBHIyaTHA
(THYHOCTHA) H KOJISKTHBHA HACHTHYHOCT, HO CaMaTa KOJICKTHBHA (OOITHOCTHA) HICHTHYHOCT
OT CBOA CTPaHa CHINO MOXKE Ja ¢ H3CISIBAa Ha HHBOTO HAa HHIHBHIA H HAa HHBOTO Ha Ipymara
HTH KoaekTHBa. C IpyTH IyMH. HISHTHYHOCTTA HA IPYIIATa HE € MEXaHHUEH COOp. IPOH3BOISH
OT HHIMBHIYATHHTE NPHHAIICKHOCTH H Ch3HAHHA. HO B IyXa Ha Makc Bebep Moxe 1a ce
OIpeneTH KaTO META-HISHTHYHOCT, HIH KaTO CIOKHA COIHO-KYITYPHA CIPYKIYpa CbC CBOE
COOCTBEHO H HE3aBHCHMO ChIIecTByBaHE. HeoOxoanMu ca 00ade mo-HATAaTHIIHH IPOYIBAHHA.
3a Ja MOXKE Ta3H XHIIOTE3a Ja C¢ MOTBBPIH HIH Ja C¢ OTXBBPIH, KaTo TPAOBA Ja C& OTKPHE
KOPEKTHA H TOYHA METOTOTOTHA. UPE3 KOATO Ja C¢ H3CISIBA TO3H ACIeKT Ha (PeHOMCHA Ha
HICHTHYHOCTTA.
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Probably for the first time in world science, an unproven hypothesis has been identified as a
contribution.

In the next sentence, quite reasonably Diana Petkova herself rejects this "contribution™,
writing that a correct and accurate methodology must be found to investigate this
phenomenon.

OOIMHOCTTA. KOHTO C€ I'eHEpHpa B CH3HAHHETO UpPEe3 CI0BO H TeKCT. XHIOTe3aTa Ha JloTMaH.
CIIopea KOATO CBINECTBYBA IBa BHIA PEaTHOCT: ..eHoMecHaTHaTa” (mo KaHT) m .BBHmHATA
PEaTHOCT ™. ¢€ IPEeBpPBINA B OCHOBA 3a H3BEKIAHE Ha Te3aTa. Ue KyITypHaTa HICHTHYHOCT
TpAOBA Ja Ce pasIiIeikaa HE caMo KaTo COIIHATHA PEaTHOCT. HO H KaTO KOMYHHKALIHA H H3pa3
Ha Ta3H PEaTHOCT. KOATO MOXKE IJa ObIe NPHHIHIHO pPa3IHYHA HE CaMO B PA3IHYHHTE
OOIIHOCTH. HO H IIPH BCEKH OTASICH HHIHBHI.

Here again, unattainable conclusions are drawn and contributions at a "high" scientific level
are formulated.

It is also more than obvious to a slightly more intelligent and educated 9th grader pupil, for
example, that we can interpret cultural identity as both social reality and communication.

This is so because cultural identity is a generalizing (generic) concept that brings together
numerous variables - social reality, communications, mythologies, economic phenomena, and
who knows how many other things.

It is quite natural that the characteristics of cultural identity are not the same for different
communities and for different individuals.

This is just as true and obvious as the statement that the earth is round and that the sun rises in
the east and sets in the west.

| wonder if any associate professor of physics now has not identified these two phenomena as
contributions in his monograph for a professorship.

I 7 v T T

Taka B .\IOHOI’pa(i)I-UITa C< 3aKIIOYaBa. 4Uc JHCKYPCHT Ha HACHTHYHOCTTA € CI0XKCH (pCHO.\ICH. B
KOHTO ce OPCIIATAT MHOMKCECTBO cbalc'ropn — KOHKPCICH KOMYHHKAaIlHOHCH KOHTICKCT H
CBOHTHA. IEHHOCTH M HArJACH B OOIDHOCTTA. KOJISKTHBHA CAMOOIICHKA. KyITypHa IIaMCT H
OTHOIISHHE KBM MHHATIOTO. llociaeaHHTe TPH C<CIACMCHTa — KOJICKTHBHATa CaMOOICHKA,
KyJITypHaTa IIaMCT H OTHOIOCHHCTO KBM MHHAIOTO — cCa J0 roariMa CICICH H3pa3 Ha
KOJCKTHBCH KOHCCHCYC B KOHKPETHATa COIHATHA OOIIHOCT.

There is no doubt that this is exactly right and without much analysis. Of course, we can add
many more phenomena here - such as the modes of communications, the attitude towards the
present moment, but also towards the future, the degree of religiosity, etc.

These additions | unconditionally define as my "scientific contribution™ in my review.
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KoMIoHeHTHTe Ha pPEeIHTHO3HATA HASHTHYHOCT CE OUSPTABAT B IET OCHOBHH, IMHPOKH H
0000mIeHH., KaTeropHH. ToBa ca (HIOCOPCKO-HICOTOTHYESCKATa JOKTPHHA. B KOATO C&
BKIIOYBAT HICH. 00pa3H. MHTOBE, HAPDATHBH H CHMBOIH Ha JaJcHATa PEIHTHO3HA OOIIHOCT:
PHTYaIHHTE JCHCTIBHA — OT HAH-OINPOCTEHHTE OO0 HAH-CIOXKHHTE PHIyalH: HPAaBCTBEHO-
eTHYHATA CHCTEMAa H CHCUH(HYHHA LCHHOCTEH KOIEKC: IPOCTPAHCTBEHO-BPEMEBHTE
H3MepeHHA. KaTo meTH OCHOBEH €IeMEHT MOHOrpadHATAa TOCOUBA BAPATa, KOATO OH MOria Ia

[Ouaxa lNeTkosa

ce 0003HAYH H KaTO PCIHTHO3HOCT HITH Hao0:xHOCT. OCBEH Ue MOKE Ja HMA Pa3sIH4YHH CTCIICHH
Ha pCIHTHO3HOCT, BApaTa OHM MOIJIa Ja OBbIe OCh3HATA HIIH HE OT HHIHBHIUTE. 14 ce :Iecl)mmpa
KaTO YHHBCPCAJICH COIHATHOIICHXHYCH q)éHO.\ICH. KOHTO C€ H34BABA BB BCHUKH PEIHTHH, HO
OT Jpyra CTpaHa. caMO H €IHHCTBCHO 6.'181'0.181)61’1116 Ha HCA KOMIIOHCHTHTIC OT INIPCIHITHHTS
KaTCropHH! (i)H.’IOCO@CKO-IIJCO.’IOI‘H‘ICCK&T& AJOKTPHHA. PHTYaIHHIC JeHCTBHA H HPaBCTBCHO-
CTHYHHA HOPMATHB — npn:xoémaaI BBILTBTCHOCT. HCTHHHOCT H aBTEHTHUYHOCT. EIWHCTBEHO
Ype3 BApaTa CTaBa BB3MOXHA Bep}id)xmammm HAa HCTHHHOCTTA YpPC3 HAPAaTHBHIC. oépazme.
PHTYAIHTC H HPAaBCTBCHHTIC NIPCANHCAHHA. bBes HeliHOTO HaTHUHE Te OHXAa H3l"y6HHH CaKpalIHHA
CH CMHCBHII H OHXa Cce IIPHHH3HIH BbB Q)aHTa?»Ha PCATIHOCT.

What the pious people of different religions believe, can not be proven scientifically. The
tremendous efforts of thousands of highly educated and intelligent theologians around the
world over thousands of years have done nothing in this regard.

This is one of the major reason why there are so many different religions.

This is also why in post-modern democratic societies, the church is separated from the state,
and the state and the religious authorities cannot put an atheist in jail, take away his
professorship or burn him at the stake.

How, in this situation, the verification of truthfulness id possible through faith?
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AXKIeHT B H3CICIBAHHATA Ha PEIHTHO3HOCTTA npn:mémaar H Ipchci)op.\Ianmrre Ha
PEINTHO3HATA BApPa B Hal-HOBAaTa €moxa. B 310Horpacbm1ra ..PeIHIH03HOCT. HACHTHYHOCT H
IOCTMOISPHOCT ™ C¢€ COTBCKBAT AHAMCTPATIHO TIIPOTHBOIIOIOXHH TICOIHH TOYKH 3a
CCKyTIapH3alHATa H JCCCKyIapH3alHATa Ha CBBPCMCHHHA CBAT. 3akmTrouaBa ce. Ue B
IMOCTMOIACPHOCTTA HMa CBHIACTCICTBA 3a PA3BHTHCTO KAaKTO Ha CCKyIapH3alHi. TakKa H Ha
ACCCKYyIapH3alHA. B .\Ionorpacbxma CC H3BCKIA Te3aTa. HYC 3a YCTAaHOBABAHC Ha
HHTCPKVITYPCH JHATOI CCKYIapH3aIHATa MOXKCE Ja CC OKaX< CIHH OT Hal-BaXKHHUTE (l)EIKTOpH
B CBBPEMCHHOTO 00IEeCcTBO. 3a 00XBAINAHETO HA BCHUKH KYITYPHH H PCIHTHO3HH Pa3IHYHA B
C€IHA 3aKOHOJATC/IHA paMKa H 3a OTCTOABAHCTO HAa PaBHH PCIHTHO3ZHH IIpaBa H CBOOOIN HA
TPaXIaHHTIC CCKyTIapH3aOHATAa KaTO BCKOBHA TpadHIHA B EBpona MOXKE Ja C& OKa)Ke Hail-
HaICKIHOTO PCIICHHCS. CBETCKOTO HAYATIO H CHhXpPAaHABAHCTO Ha PCIHIHO3HOCTITIA B
HHIHBHAVATHHA, YaCTCH KHBOT Ha THYHOCTTA Ca ChC CHTYPHOCT IPHHIHUITH, KOHTO OCHT YPABAT
PaBHH IIpaBa Ha HHIHBHIHTC B PAMKHTC Ha HATHOHATHATA IbpPXKaBa, HC3aBHCHMO OT TAXHOTO
BCPOH3IIOBCIAHHC. Taxa CCKy/IapH3aOHATa., MaKap H Ja CC OIIPpEaciIA OT MHOIO ChbBPCMCHHH
aBTOPH KaTO YaCTHO 3a EBpona ABICHHE, € BCHITHOCT €IHO OT HAH-TOJEMHTE MOCTHIKECHHA B
COLHATHHA H NOJIHTHYCCKHA XHBOT HAa KOHTHHCHTA H HMCHHO TO3H IIPHHIHII. TOBa IIPAaBHIO
MOZKC Ja TapaHTHpa CIHAKBOTO MACTO B IbpiKaBaTa Ha PAa3sIHIHHTIC CTHHUCCKH H PCIHTHO3HH
MaIOHHCTBA.

This "new" and "original” contribution of Diana Petkova to the benefits of secularization has
been gradually enshrined since the Great French Revolution in a significant part of the world's
legislative systems.

This is why secularization (the separation of church and state) is now important part in the
constitutions of democratic states. At the same time, every humane constitution underlines
and support the right of every free citizen either to practice whatever religion he or she wishes
or to be an atheist.

Cnex xaTo JaHHHTE OT COOCTBEHHTE NPOYUBAHHA €A NIPEICTABEHH HA OTKPHTA JIEKIHA
B IIHCTHTYT 3a connannu HaykH ., Jlaiiorun™ B Kvons. BenpocsT . Bapsare 1u B bor?™, xoiito
¢ BKIIOUEH B IO-CTAPHTE BBIHH 0T WV'S, KaKTo H OTTOBOPHTE. JaJICHH Ha HETO, ¢a IPEMAaXHATH
0T Oa3aTa JaHHH 3a CcTpaHH Karo IIHana m Smonuia. IlogooeH BBIOpoOC. KOHTO € aKypaTeH H
TOYEH 3a CBPONCHCKHTE H XPHCTHAHCKHTE CTIPaHH. € HEACEH H HEKOPEKTEH 3a
HNOTHTECHCTHYHHTE KyITYpH. To3H GaKT CHINO Taka HACOYBA H KbM 3HAYHMOCTTA HAa TCPESHHHTE
H3CI€IBAHHA H Ha IPOYYBAHHATA . IHIIE B THIIE". KOHTO BCE IIOBEYE C€ H3MECTBAT OT HHTEPHET
AHKETH H BHPTYAIHH NPOYYBAHHA B ChBPEMEHHOCTTA.

It's not very clear to me how removing a question from a poll can be considered a scientific
contribution?

The same goes for the "significance™ of field research compared to internet surveys.
This judgement is not a scientific contribution, but an elementary observation regarding
psycho- and socio-metrics.
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It is also wrong. If field research and internet surveys are done with good quality and based on
a representative sample, things are OK.

If we do a qualitative internet survey and representative sample, it will definitely produce
qualitative results - compared to a poor quality field interview conducted based on a non-
representative sample.

Maybe this correct, however rather banal and obvious judgment of mine also can be defined
as a "scientific contribution™.

B®3 ocHOBa Ha IBETe H3CICIBAHHA €& JOCTHIA IO 3aKTOUSHHETO, Y€ OBATapCKHAT
HAITHOHATECH HMHIDK ChIbP:KA PEIHIA HETaTHBHH e1eMeHTH. CIeI0BaTeTHO BajkHA CTPATETHA
33 H3TpaKJaHE HA MOJOXKHTEICH HAIIHOHAICH HMHIK € Ja €€ pPEIyHHpPAT HETaTHBHHTE
CTSPEOTHIIH. KATO C¢ OTNPABAT IJOMHHHPAIIO MO3HTHBHH IIOCTAHHA KBM Ppa3THUYHHTE
ayaHTOpHH. Taka ce IpaBH H IPENOPHKA 3a YIPABICHHE HA HATHOHATHHA HMHIK. IIPH KOETO
ce ch3IJaBa IMO-OATAaHCHPAH H PEATHCTHYCH 00pa3 Ha Bearapua.

Here | also can not restrain my admiration for Diana Petkova's scientific insights and
discoveries - that "the Bulgarian national image contains a number of negative elements".

Interesting - which national image of another culture is only positive or only negative.

Here 1 find a second "scientific" contribution - namely that imageologists should reduce
negative stereotypes by sending dominantly positive messages.

| also could instantly put together another dozen similar scientific contributions, which, I am
sure, would get me elected as a corresponding member of Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

By this logic, even ordinary journalists in their articles constantly generate dozens scientific
contributions and definetly deserve to be elected as professors in the FIMC.

1. Evaluation of the scientific and practical results and contributions of the scientific and
educational production submitted for the competition

Formulation of a new scientific field or a new scientific problem

No new scientific field has been formulated.
There are some not very successful attempts to define new scientific problems.

Formulated on a new theory (thesis, hypothesis)

A new theory has not been formulated or substantiated.
There are some not very successful attempts to define new scientific problems.

Proving by new means essential aspects of already existing theories, hypotheses, etc.

Diana Petkova has attempted to prove some elements of existing theories by means of non-
representative (i.e., not good) surveys.
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Proposing new interpretations, definitions, etc. of a current and already analyzed object of
scientific research

No new interpretations and definitions are proposed in the monograph.

Creation of new classifications, methods, technologies, etc.

No new classifications and methods have been created.

Obtaining and proving new facts

There are some new facts, but they are based on non-representative (i.e., not particularly
valid) information from respondents who by no means form a representative sample of the
culture in question.

Obtaining facts confirming already known theories, interpretations, etc.

Facts are obtained that confirm already known theories and interpretations.

Contributions to introduce methods, approaches, training models, etc.

No contributions regarding the introduction of methods, approaches, training models, etc.

Significance of contributions to science and practice

There are no particular contributions to science and practice.

Possibly, the only contribution is in terms of comparing the culture of silence in Japanese and
Finnish culture. However, even there the analysis is incomplete because Diana Petkova has
not read and analysed some important scholarly books on this scientific topic.

Realized social effect (scientific, scientific-applied, educational)

As the monograph is not of a very high quality, its scientific and educational impact can not
be significant.

The extent to which contributions are made by the candidate.

The quality of the monograph is not very high in my opinion and therefore it is difficult to
speak of contributions.

2. Notes and recommendations
I have formulated my critical remarks above.

In my opinion, there are two possibilities to improve the monograph.

First possibility
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If Diana Petkova wants to continue with her research on religiosity, it should be conducted
again, but based on a unified qualitative design questionnaire and representative samples of
the respective cultures.

Without a unified qualitative questionnaire and without representative samples there is no
point in doing the research again.

It is quite clear to me, however, that this cannot happen at all.

In my opinion, there is no point in conducting a new study of religiosity, since Diana Petkova
does not teach in the Faculty of Theology or in the Faculty of Philosophy, but in the
Department of PR and Advertising.

Second possibility

A more adequate solution is to write a new monograph that analyzes intercultural
communications in terms of their practical usefulness for PR and advertising’ students in the
Department.

3. Conclusion

Because of the not very good quality of the monograph and my numerous argumented critical
remarks, | will definitely vote negatively for the candidate for this competition.

Al

Date: 10.11.2024 Member of Jury:
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